NRG3, University of Santiago de Compostela, 17-20 July 2005

Call for papers

Workshop: ‘Prototypes and Grammaticalization – Grammaticalization as Prototype?’

Convenors: Tanja Mortelmans (University of Antwerp) and Torsten Leuschner (Ghent University)
Theme: "Prototype" is a central notion in typology and cognitive linguistics, two disciplines closely related to grammaticalization theory in many respects. Yet there has been only sporadic reflection so far on the potential role of prototypes in grammaticalization research. One possible approach is to investigate the interaction of grammaticalization processes with prototypes. On the one hand, prototypes seem to constrain grammaticalization both across and within languages, while on the other hand some prototype effects in grammar are themselves produced by grammaticalization. Some research seems to suggest, e.g., that changes can end up slightly "off-target" in relation to an existing prototype (as in the case of newly emerging "quasi-modals" in English), thus creating a new margin beside older, prototypical instances. Another approach that has been proposed in the literature is to treat grammaticalization itself as a prototype. Changes such as the rise of discourse markers from clause-internal adverbs and conjunctions seem to be strong candidates for grammaticalization even though they violate principles like directionality, scope reduction etc.; in other cases, e.g. complex sentences, constructions arise from discourse patterns and are therefore difficult to analyse by means of concepts originally devised for the grammaticalization of lexical items. Rather than treat such phenomena as different types of change, the similarity with established cases of grammaticalization can be accounted for by defining grammaticalization in terms of a prototype category which comprises both core instances and more marginal ones. 

Call for Papers: We invite proposals for 30-minute presentations (plus 10 minutes for discussion) on any topic that will elucidate the relationship between grammaticalization and the notion of prototype. Contributions may be theoretical or empirical (or both) and refer, inter alia, to issues like the following:

* 
Are there other links between prototypes and grammaticalization besides those mentioned above? 

*
What other examples are there of the interaction of grammaticalization with prototypes? What do such changes have in common?

*
What other grammaticalization changes can be defined as marginal in relation to more prototypical ones? What exactly do they have in common?

*
In what way can grammaticalization researchers benefit from the cognitive dimension of prototypes? Can cognitive linguists in turn learn anything from grammaticalization research?

*
Is grammaticalization theory necessarily compatible with the notion of prototype in grammar? Could the very concept of prototype be undermined by the idea that grammar emerges from the dynamics of spoken discourse?

Abstracts of no more than 500 words should be sent to tanja.mortelmans@ua.ac.be and / or torsten.leuschner@UGent.be by March 31, 2005. Notification of acceptance will follow in February. 

Upon acceptance of your abstracts, written papers should be handed in 20th June 2005 (to be distributed to all the participants).

For further information please contact the conveners or the organizing committee (gramma3@usc.es).

